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Aug. 7: The Truth Commission issued a press release indicating that the commission's offices will
begin accepting denunciations and investigation requests from the public as of Aug. 10. The release
indicated that "The commission must count on the collaboration of the Salvadoran people in order
to comply with its historic mission." The commission requested all citizens who have information
regarding political crimes committed during the 12-year civil war "get in touch with us, irrespective
of who the perpetrators were or who the victims were." The Truth Commission's executive
secretariat in El Salvador is comprised of twenty professionals from several different countries,
under the direction of Argentine national Patricia Valdez. Spokespersons for the Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front (FMLN) indicated that UN undersecretary general for peace operations
Marrack Goulding would travel to El Salvador in the near future in an effort to remove obstacles
to compliance with the peace accords. Rebel spokespersons told reporters the FMLN plans to open
an office to oversee investigations into the hundreds of cases of Salvadorans who disappeared
during the course of the war. The spokespersons added that the office will concentrate on cases
of rebels killed in combat and buried in anonymous graves, or whose bodies were not properly
identified at the time for other reasons. Aug. 8: FMLN member Tomas Martinez told reporters he
had survived a murder attempt perpetrated by three armed men in San Salvador on the evening
of Aug. 7. Martinez, who heads the FMLN's office for reconstruction affairs in eastern El Salvador,
attributed the attempt on his life to "those opposed to compliance with the peace accords." Aug.
9: During Sunday homily, Msgr. Ricardo Urioste declared that the Catholic church is concerned
about indications that "death squads" have resurfaced in El Salvador. Referring to the recent
killing of several union leaders, Urioste lamented "we just never get tired of killing in this country."
Aug. 10: In a press release, the Public Security Academy announced qualification requirements
for the first 1,110 new positions in the Nacional Civilian Police (Policia Nacional Civil-PNC). In
order to apply, former rebels must present a document provided by the UN observer mission
(ONUSAL) certifying that they have abandoned armed struggle. Medical and physical examinations
will be carried out beginning on Sept. 5. Aug. 11: FMLN spokespersons denounced the murder
of Alejandro Jaco, member of the FMLN municipal committee in Santa Ana, and called on the
government to investigate the crime. Jaco was killed in his home by unknown assailants. Aug.
12: Jesuit provincial for Central America Jose Maria Tojeira told reporters the Jesuits submitted a
request to the Truth Commission to investigate and identify the intellectual authors of the 1989
Jesuit massacre. Tojeira added that the Jesuits are considering seeking a pardon for two military
officials currently in prison for their role in the massacre in exchange for "reaching the truth"
regarding intellectual authorship of the crime. The FMLN issued a communique denouncing a
"wave of recent attacks and human rights violations" which threatens to undermine the peace
process. They indicated that attacks included six separate killings of union leaders during the
previous three weeks. The rebels demanded a swift government investigation into the crimes,
followed by prosecution of those responsible. The communique indicated "we are convinced that
this process would lead to the necessity of punishing certain members of the military in addition
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to well-known representatives of the far right who have a history of involvement" in death squads.
The government released a communique accusing the FMLN of undermining the peace process
by falsely accusing the government of being the party responsible for the recent wave of violence.
According to the communique, the rebels are simply looking for "new pretexts in order to justify
additional incompliance with the peace accords." (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 08/07/92,
08/09/92, 08/11/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 08/07/92,
08/08/92, 08/10/92, 08/12/92)
-- End --
